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Mission Statement 
 

We, the congregation of St. Paul’s United Church of Christ, who have accepted the gift of love and salvation through Jesus Christ, 
strive to take this message into the world through our prayers, words and deeds. We invite all people to accept these gifts with us. 

“One Nation, Under God” 

As we look ahead to the month of July,  our atten-

tion is always drawn to the 4th of July, and the cel-

ebration of our wonderful nation. 

 

And this celebration of, and pride in, our country 

is justified and is biblical.  We do it not to ignore 

our flaws, but in spite of our flaws;  and to recog-

nize our progress, and continue to ask God to 

mend our every flaw.   

 

In 1892, to coincide with the “Columbian Exposition” (World’s Fair) in Chicago,  

a Baptist minister from New York wrote the original “Pledge of Allegiance”. 

 

But get this…..despite having been written by a Christian minister, the original 

pledge made no reference to God.   It just said “one nation, indivisible”.  

 

It was not until 1954 (72 years later!) that the words “under God” were added to 

the pledge. 

 

Surely some religious leader is credited for this addition.  Right?   Nope.     Pres-

ident Dwight Eisenhower encouraged Congress to add the words “under God” to 

the official pledge.   And sure enough,  Congress adopted it,   and courts have 

upheld it! 

 

Something worth celebrating…..for God and country! 

 

Enjoy your summer. 

Phil 
 

Blessed is the Nation whose God is the Lord.     Psalm 33:12 
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A Prayer For the Fourth 

Loving God, we thank you — the true Father of our country — for 

the blessings of this land and the gifts of cultures around the world. 

Prompt us to strive for justice for all, at home and abroad. Remind 

us, in the words of the hymn, that “this is our Father's world” and 

that your goodness prevails. Amid tragedies and conflicts, guard us 

against despair. Help us focus on the kindness evident daily: from 

generous neighbors to conscientious public servants (because most 

are). On Independence Day and every day, “O let [us] ne’er forget 

that though the wrong seems oft so strong, God is the Ruler yet.” 

Amen. 

 

—Sandy Hyland  

Food 
 

Games 
 

Swimming pool 

Waterslide 

Woodcrest Retreat, Ephrata 
 
August 7th   
 
Cedar Lane Pavilion 11:00 am 

Church Picnic You are invited! 

Signup on the sheet located on the 

bulletin board at the side door     

entrance by July 24th. 

 

 

You may bring a covered dish to share.       New - Portable Handicapped Restroom at pavilion 
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Looking Ahead 

 
 
 

July 16 Sight & Sound - David 
July 31 Communion 
 
August 7 Picnic @ Woodcrest Retreat 
 

Consistory News 
 

 

WOW, we got past 2 lunches and 

a GHB breakfast the past three 

weeks. Everyone of these was a 

big success.  
 

Carrie Call from our UCC conference can't stop talk-

ing about St. Paul's and our great musicians. She had 

asked permission to play our music at the National 

Conference that took place on June 11th.  
 

The following week Pastor Dan spoke about the 

church in Liberia and very much en-

joyed his time at St. Paul and hopes 

to return .  
 

Plus, every Grace House lady I 

spoke to on June 5th, really enjoyed 

the breakfast.  
 

I surely appreciated everyone's help in making sure 

these functions received all the support necessary to be 

successful. 

 

 

As everyone can see, the la-

dies restroom is 95% com-

pleted. We have an automatic 

soap dispenser and sanitary 

containers for the ladies yet 

to be installed. We are also going to change the auto-

matic door openers to a different type in a few weeks. 

Please try to be patient as we work out some bugs and 

try our best to make the new restrooms work to every-

body’s satisfaction as much as possible. 

 

Consistory has approved a 

handyman that will help Barry 

keep our church in great working 

order. This handyman will only 

work as needed and is charging 

us a low rate per hour. Barry will 

now truly be our head trustee and 

will oversee the handyman and our contractors 

when needed. 

 

 

Just a reminder to eve-

ryone as we begin the 

summer months; 

please try your best  

when you are away 

from St. Paul's for one reason or another, to still 

contribute with your envelopes and catch up when 

you return.  

 

 

Please Note...We will not have a July consistory 

meeting, we will return in August.  

 

Tim Lutz 

Consistory President  

 

 

 

 

Check out our new 

music video 

“Chains of Our 

Making” recently 

posted on our web-

site.  

 

If you happen to miss a Sunday and would like to 

catch one of  Phil’s sermons you can listen to it on 

our website. They are posted weekly under the ser-

mons tab. Just click on the link below and you are 

there! Enjoy 

 

https://stpaulsuccchurch.org 

 

 

https://stpaulsuccchurch.org/
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Caring for Our Members 
 

Please remember our members and friends in your 
prayers. Many in retirement villages and their homes 
are unable to attend church due to the pandemic and 
other health concerns.  
 
 
Mary Tamerius 
Faithful Living 
2015 N. Reading Road 
Room 156 
Denver, Pa. 17517 
 
 
Alta Hoshour 
Ephrata Manor 
99 Bethany Rd 
Room# 127A 
Ephrata, Pa 17522 
717-738-7465  
  
  
    
Jane Storms   Linda Summers 
118 Raybil Drive  101 South 2nd Street  
Narvon, Pa. 17555  Denver, Pa 17517 
 
 
  
Bill & Grace Sprecher Harold Good 
Fairmount Homes  Garden Spot Village 
2312 Wheat Ridge Drive 433 S Kinzer Ave  
Ephrata, Pa. 17522  Apt. 117GW 
    New Holland, Pa. 17557 
     
Betty Musser 
566 Springville Rd  
Apt 106 
New Holland, Pa. 17557 

Prayer Concerns: We will be 
updating our prayer list 
monthly by starting a new list 
at the beginning of every 
month. Please continue to re-
view the list and if there are 
any updates during the month 
please contact Phil Shober or Dee Sprecher.  We also 
have prayer request cards located in the parlor room 
and in the pews upstairs for your convenience. You can 
fill out the request and turn it in to the church office or 
place it in the offering plate. 
  
As you continue your own prayers and concerns out-
side of the sanctuary this week, please remember the 
concerns we have raised as a community.  
 
 
 
Our list of prayer concerns from June 
        

Bart, Butch, Carrie, Cindy, Jason, Katie, Linda, Mike, 
Naomi, Patty, Pete, Tom, the Coalson family, and the 
families affected from the car accident on Gault road.  
 
Suggested Prayer… “Most gracious and loving God, 
we lift up our list of prayer concerns this day and every 
day that all who are listed might know and feel your 
presence with them in their time of need.  God, contin-
ue in your support for all of 
our friends and family listed 
and those who are forever in 
our hearts so that they might 
feel you with them each day, 
Amen.”  
 
If you would like to ask for 
prayers for someone please 
contact Kieran Connelly. Be-
low is a list of the individuals 
on our Prayer Team that will 
pray for you throughout the 
week. 
 
 
Kieran Connelly 717-471-5018  
Lynda Cooper 
Gretchen Martin Jane Hoshour  
Gerri Shober  Nancy Caffrey-Schafer 
Steve Renninger Chris Storms   
Phil Shober  Donna Ozga 

Pastoral Visits or 
Emergencies 
 
If anyone is in need of pastoral 
assistance please contact Phil 
Shober anytime via text or call at 
610-780-3915 or email philipshober@gmail.com. You 
can also call the church office at 717-445-6256 or email 
the church secretary at dee@stpaulsuccchurch.org. 
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Below is a list of items requested for the food bank in 

Terre Hill.  

 

Canned peaches & fruit cocktail 

Kids juice drinks 

Spaghetti sauce & Macaroni & cheese 
 

With spring here and summer approaching, below is a 

list of things the Grace House ladies could use.   
 

Crew socks  KCups 

Baseball caps  Toilet paper  

Suntan lotion  Tissues 

Lip balm  Paper towels 

Face moisturizer 

 

Any donations can be placed  

on the table in the parlor room.  

 

Thank you for your continued support of these  

ministries. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Birthdays 
 
 

July 
 
8 Steve Enck 

11 Nancy Connelly 

13  Grace Sprecher 

15 Ron Frederick 

16  Alta Hoshour    

18 Van Burkholder 

19  Chuck Eckenroth 

31 Kathleen Shober 

 
 
Happy Birthday! 
 
 

Anniversaries 

 
 
 

Jeff & Dee Sprecher -         31 years on July 12 
 

Ron & Renee Frederick -    53 years on July 19 
 

Edward & Sharon Blechschmidt - 
                                            42 years on July 26 

 
 

 
 

Answer: C (See Luke 15:1-32) 

 

 

 

In Luke 15 Jesus tells three parables. Which of the 

following is not one of them? 

 

A. The Parable of the Lost Sheep 

B. The Parable of the Lost Son 

C. The Parable of the Lost Pearl 

D. The Parable of the Lost Coin 

    Bible Quiz 

The 
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Treasurer’s Report 
 

The monthly report for May  
2022: 
 

Checking Account 
   
Beginning Balance    $66,653.37 
 

+ Receipts                     7,756.27  
-  Disbursements         19,942.01 
-  Transfers                               0 
 

Ending Balance         $54,467.63 
 

 
A copy of this information can also be found at 
the mailboxes in the slot marked financial re-
ports. 
 
May’s offering only total was $4,492.00. 

 

 

Online Worship: While we are currently holding 

worship services in person following the CDC 

guidelines, we also continue to stream our services 

online. 

 

If you are more comfortable watching from home 

please use the following link and enter the code 

225210 to join the service. 

 

 https://stpaulsuccchurch.org  

   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The following individuals are responsible for  
counting the offering after worship; 
 
 
July 3  Tim & Pat Lutz  

July 10  Gerri Shober & Barry Gehman 

July 17  Charlie & Chris Storms 

July 24  Sharon Blechschmidt & Lynda Cooper 

July 31  Tim & Pat Lutz 

“David” @ Sight and Sound 

 

Several folks from St. Paul’s purchased tickets to 

see “David” at the Sight & Sound Theatre in Ronks 

on July 16th. 

 

Show time is 3pm. Please plan on arriving at least 

one half hour prior to showtime. The tickets will be 

dispersed the first week of July. If you have not yet 

paid for your tickets please do so prior to July1st. 

Cost was $84.55 each. Checks should be made pay-

able to St. Paul’s UCC. If you have any questions 

please see Tim or Dee.  

https://stpaulsuccchurch.org/
https://stpaulsuccchurch.org/


 

7 

Monthly Volunteers 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
July 3   Dee Sprecher 
July 10   Gerri Shober 
July 17    Mary Renninger 
July 24   Sara Renninger 
July 31   Cheryl Borja ** 
 
August 7  Picnic 
August 14  Community Service 
August 21   Dee Sprecher 
August 28  Gerri Shober 
 
 
** Indicates communion 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
July 3   Grace House 
July 10   Gerri Shober 
July 17    Grace Smith 
July 24   Barry Gehman 
July 31   Mary Renninger 
 
August 7  Picnic 
August 14  Community Service 
August 21   Sharon Blechschmidt 
August 28  Kieran Connelly 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

July 3   Lynda Cooper 
July 10   Megan Hennigan 
July 17   Gretchen Martin 
July 24   Megan Hennigan 
July 31   Gerri Shober 
 
August 7  Picnic 
August 14  Community Service 
August 21  Grace Smith 
August 28  Megan Hennigan 

 
 
 
 
 
 
July 3  Barry Gehman 
July 10  Chris Storms  
July 17  Ron Frederick 
July 24  Cheryl Borja 
July 31  Larry Klaassen 
 
August 7 Picnic 
August 14 Community Service 
August 21 Tim Lutz 
August 28 Dee Sprecher 
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       Sponsors 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
July 3   open 
July 10   open  
July 17   open 
July 24   open 
July 31   Phil & Gerri Shober 
 
August 7  open 
August 14  open  
August 21  Tim & Pat Lutz 
August 28  Phil & Gerri Shober 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
July 3   open 
July 10   open  
July 17   open 
July 24   open 
July 31   open 
 
 
August 7  open 
August 14  open  
August 21  open 
August 28  open 

Flower and Bulletin Sponsor 
Sheet 
 
The flower and bulletin charts for 2022 
are posted.  If you would like to sponsor 
a week please sign your name on the 
chart for any Sunday you wish. Please 
fill out the appropriate form and see that 
Dee gets your dedication information at 
least one week prior to it going in the 
bulletin. The cost for the flowers is 
$35.00. We will place silk flowers in the 
sanctuary and place your dedication in-
formation in the bulletin. If you wish to 
purchase real flowers you may still do 
so on your own. The cost of the bulletins 
is $10.00 each week.  Payments can be 
given to Dee Sprecher. Thank you in 
advance for your support. 

St Paul’s UCC Celebrate 
 

A publication of St. Paul’s UCC 
133 Church St., P.O. Box 177 
Bowmansville, Pa.  17507 
Phone & Fax 717-445-6256 
office@stpaulsuccchurch.org 
www.stpaulsuccchurch.org 
 
 
Editor: 
Deidre Sprecher 
dee@stpaulsuccchurch.org 

 
St Paul’s UCC Celebrate is published 
monthly to keep members and friends 
informed of programs of the church and to 
report news about the community and its  
people. 
 
 
Deadline for article submissions: The third 
Sunday of each month. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 
Piano lessons  

8:00-10:00 am 

2 

3 
Grace House  

Worship  10:30 

 
 

4 
Independence Day 

5 6 
Piano Lessons  

6-7 pm 

 

7 
Piano lessons  

5:30-6 pm 

8 
Piano lessons  

8:00-10:00 am 

9 

10 

Worship 10:30 

11 
 

12 
 

13 
Piano Lessons  

6-7 pm 

Mens Bible 
Study 7pm 
 

14 
Piano lessons  

5:30-6 pm 

Choir 7:00 

15 
Piano lessons  

8:00-10:00 am 

16 
David @ 
Sight & 
Sound   

17 
Worship 10:30 

Newsletter  Due 

 

 

18 
 

19 
 

20 
Piano Lessons  

6-7 pm 

 

21 

Piano lessons  

5:30-6 pm 

 

22 
Piano lessons  

8:00-10:00 am  

23 

24 
Worship 10:30 

 

25 
Book Club  7:00 

26 27 
Piano Lessons  

6-7 pm 

 
 

28 
Piano lessons  

5:30-6 pm 

29 

Piano lessons  

8:00-10:00 am 

30 

31 
Worship 10:30   

Communion 

      


